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worshipping Psvara a man only yearns towards his utmost
possible conception as regards the unknown. This is well
illustrated by the fact that the most ignorant of mankind
have the most concrete idea of God, who is to them one like
themselves, with immensely magnified powers, whereas the
more cultured a man is and the more facts he knows, the
less definite is his idea of God. While the savage sees his
gods in stocks and stones, the philosopher considers a god
comprehended as no God.

*' There is in God, the seer feels',
A deep but dazzling daiknesa."

The so-called historical proofs for the existence of I'svara
are from their nature fallacious. What they attempt to
establish is the existence of miracles. If by a miracle is
meant an event which had no natural cause, history cannot
accept such events- For all historical evidence rests on infer-
ences from effect to cause, and we can infer from effect to
cause only on the assumption that we can find the complete
causes of events in nature itself. If miracles were possible,
we should never be able to say that a particular event
was the cause of any other. Hence no historical proofs
can ever establish that an event, which happened, was
in reality a miracle. But if by miracle is meant only a
great and wonderful work, then a man's ability to perform
astonishing feats does not prove that he knows the truth, or
tells it. Apart from miracles historical proofs can only show
that somebody said something, but they cannot establish the
truth of his statements, which has to be tested on quite other
grounds. Hence, neither history nor science can apodeictic-
ally establish the existence of I'svara. As Prof. W. James
says in his Varieties of Religions Experience^ u all arguments
for God but follow the combined suggestions of the facts
and of our feelings. They prove nothing rigorously. They
only corroborate our pre-existent partialities. ... ... If you

have a god already whom you believe in, these arguments
confirm you. If you are atheistic, they fail to set you. right.^

If the world has not been created by I'svara, may not all
existence be a manifestation of the Absolute, the Uncondi-
tioned, the Unknowable behind all appearances ? Said the